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R 241444Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8325 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 0381 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SPON, VS, FI 

SUBJECT: VISIT BY FINNISH NEWS REPRESENTATIVE JARVENTAUS 

REF: (A) R 040245Z FEB . 75 (B) R 280859Z JAN 75; 

(C) R 170827Z, JAN 75. 

1. EMBASSY HELSINKI JOINS DAO IN APPRECIATION OF 
OUTSTANDING DAO/USIS SUPPORT FOR VISIT OF GENERAL 
JARVENTAUS IN DELHI AND BANGKOK AND FOR FINE PROGRAM 
PREPARED BY DAO SAIGON. JARVENTAUS COMMENTED TO 
AARMA ON DELHI AND BANGKOK BRIEFINGS (DAO MESSAGE 
R240815Z FEB 75). 

2. GIVEN THE FACT THAT GENERAL JARVENTAUS REPRE- 
SENTS THE LARGEST NEWSPAPER IN FINLAND, INDEPENDENT 
HELSINGIN SANOMAT, AND CONSIDERING HIS STATURE AS A 
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND OBJECTIVE EXPERT ON MILITARY 
AFFAIRS, WE FEEL IT IS MOST UNFORTUNATE THAT 

HIS PLANNED VISIT TO RVN DID NOT WORK OUT. 

3. FROM DISCUSSION WITH JARVENTAUS AND DAO CABLES, 

WE GATHER HE AND DAO BANGKOK HAD BEEN TOLD BY GVN 
EMBASSY BANGKOK THAT NO VISA WAS NEEDED. HOWEVER, 

HE WAS PREVENTED FROM BOARDNG THE AIRPLANE TO SAIGON FROM 
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BANGKOK ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 BECAUSE OF LACK OF VISA. 
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REFUSAL REPORTEDLY BASED ON FINLAND BEING "ON LIST 
OF SOCIALIST COUNTRIES" CITIZENS OF WHICH REQUIRE 15 
DAYS FOR APPROVAL OF VISAS. 

4. WE DO NOT KNOW IF DENIAL JARVENTAUS TRIP TO RVN DUE 
ONLY TO BUREAUCRATIC MIXUP OR SOMETHING ELSE. WE CAN 
WELL UNDERSTAND IT IF GVN IS NOT HAPPY THAT FINLAND 
RECOGNIZES HANOI BUT NOT SAIGON, AND MOST RECENTLY SUP- 
PORTED PRG ATTENDANCE AT LOW CONFERENCE ALONG WITH RVN. 
WE ARE NOT HAPPY WITH THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS AND ARE DOING 
OUR BEST TO URGE ON GOF A MORE BALANCED VIETNAM POLICY. 
SINCE JARVENTAUS PERSONALLY AND HIS PAPER EDITORIALLY 
KNOWN FOR OPEN-MINDEDNESS, WE BELIEVE A GOOD CHANCE 
FOR SOME REDRESS OF GENERAL PRO-HANOI, PRO-PRG TILT 

IN FINNISH MEDIA WAS MISSED WHEN JARVENTAUS WAS UNABLE 
VISIT RVN. 

5. IN ORDER TO DISPEL ANY IMPRESSION THAT RVN PERHAPS TRYING 
HIDE TRUE STATE OF AFFAIRS AND FOR THE SAKE OF TRYING 

TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE, WE SUGGEST FOR EMBASSY SAIGON'S 
CONSIDERATION THAT GVN AUTHORITIES BE REQUESTED 
INFORM JARVENTAUS THAT DENIAL OF HIS TRIP IS REGRET- 
TED, WAS DUE TO ADMINISTRATIVE MIXUP AND THAT HE IS 
WELCOME TO VISIT RVN AT ANY TIME. WE BELIEVE OBJECTIVE 
COMMENT SUCH AS JARVENTAUS MIGHT MAKE NEEDED HERE TO 
COUNTER PRESSURES FOR UPGRADING PRG INFORMATION 
OFFICE. 

HOUSTON 
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